American Academy’s Nutcracker 2019
Dear Parents,
We are very pleased that your child has been accepted into the Academy’s Nutcracker 2019 production.   Before you make this commitment, we want you to understand the costs and obligations involved with this production. We are asking you to read this letter, and then sign & return the 2nd page with your production fee.  And again, welcome to the Nutcracker!
COSTS:
1. TICKETS are $29.00, $24.00 & $20.00.  (note: UB charges an additional $4.00 facility fee to the cost of each ticket).  We have excellent $29.00 seats available for sale at the studio or you may purchase tickets at the UB Box Office or ticketfly.com.  Performances are Sat. Dec. 7th @ 1:00pm & 6:00pm.   Red Cast performs Saturday @ 1:00pm; Green Cast performs Saturday @ 6:00pm.
2. THE NUTCRACKER PRODUCTION FEE is $100.00. This NON REFUNDABLE FEE is due at your first rehearsal or at the parent meeting on September 22nd.  Please make checks payable to American Academy Nutcracker. There is a family rate of $60.00 for each additional child. This fee covers the costumes & cleaning, all rehearsals at the Academy and the Center for the Arts, as well as all UB Production fees. The Production Fee for Flower Pots and Staircase Angels is $50.00.
3. DONATIONS. We are asking each family to donate to the Silent Auction &/or Basket Auction.  Donations from you or from businesses such as restaurants, health clubs, sports events, hair salons, or other basket items like nutcrackers, children’s games, ballet items, etc. are all greatly appreciated.  If you prefer, you can make a donation of $10.00 to be used to purchase an item for a basket.

4. PROGRAM ADS. YOU ARE REQUIRED TO SELL OR TAKE OUT AT LEAST ONE AD.  The children always look forward to seeing their ad in the program.  Please use the attached Program Ad form for either a personal ad, business ad or both!   The deadline for all ads is Saturday, November 16th. 

5. COSTUMES. Costumes are provided, however depending on your child’s role you may be responsible for your own dance shoes or tights. 

OBLIGATIONS:
1. REHEARSALS will be held EITHER on Friday nights, Saturday afternoon or Sundays and are MANDATORY. Attendance is critical to putting together this professional production in such a short period of time.  We will not be able to make exceptions regarding attendance at rehearsals without prior approval.  Schedules will be posted the beginning of each week at the studio, on our website and will also be emailed to you.   
There will be rehearsals over the Columbus Day weekend, either on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.  In addition, a full production run-thru WILL take place at the studio on the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend - December 1st.  Please mark your calendars now for these important dates. 

2. DRESS REHEARSAL will take place on Thursday, December 5th  at UB Center for the Arts in the Mainstage Theatre. The schedule and exact times for these rehearsals will be announced in November. 

3. SCHOOL SHOW will take place this year on Friday, December 6th  at 10:30 am at UB Center for the Arts.  Only some of the Nutcracker parts are performed in the school show.  Depending on the part, if your child’s part is in the Green cast, they will perform in this show.   Tickets are not available for sale to the general public for the School Show.  Remember, only some numbers will perform.

4. VOLUNTEER TIME.  Each family MUST VOLUNTEER at least 5 HOURS of their time to the Nutcracker production. 
Please look over the attached Volunteer form for the various areas we can use your help and expertise – from backstage shows, fundraising, Victorian Village, Silent Auction, Baskets, Costumes, and more.  If you are unfortunately unable to volunteer for anything, there is a “BUY OUT” option of $50.00.  But hopefully, you’ll be able to join us in this festive event!
We are looking forward to another exciting Nutcracker season with your children!

Thank you,  Ms. Maris
